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An introduction to the European
Conservatives and Reformists Group

Introduction by Timothy Kirkhope MEP, Deputy Chairman of
the European Conservatives and Reformists Group (ECR):

In the European election campaign we pledged to form the
first ever centre and centre-right group in the European
Parliament committed to an EU of sovereign nation states
that cooperate but whose ultimate goal is not a United
States of Europe.
We are proud of our new group, which enables us to
articulate David Cameron’s reform agenda for the European
Union and to deliver more effectively for Britain.
This pamphlet acts as an introduction to the new group and
its platform. If you would like to know more about the ECR
Group, please get in touch.

Timothy Kirkhope
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Who we are
The 25-strong Conservative MEP
group is the largest UK political force
in the European Parliament. Our MEPs
sit as members of the European
Conservatives and Reformists (ECR)
parliamentary group. The group was
formed following David Cameron’s
pledge to set up in the European
Parliament a new centre-right group
that sees a non-federalist future for
the EU. The ECR Group is the first and
only mainstream group in the
European Parliament that stands for a
Europe of nation states and free
markets – and is against the federal
Europe favoured by all of the other
major groupings.

We believe there is an urgent need to
reform the EU on the basis of Euro-
realism, openness, accountability and
democracy. This should be done in a

way that respects individual countries
and concentrates on economic
recovery, growth and competitiveness.

Our leadership
The ECR Group is led by Michał
Kamiński of the Polish Law and Justice
Party. Mr Kamiński spent his teenage
years fighting underground against the
Communist occupiers of his country
and among his political idols are
Margaret Thatcher and the late Ronald
Reagan. He learnt English by listening
to illegal broadcasts of the BBC.

After the collapse of Communism he
entered the Polish Parliament, where
he was the second youngest member.
In 1999 he won an award from the
Polish media as the best debater. In
2004, following Poland’s entry into the
EU, he became a Member of the
European Parliament.

He left the European Parliament to
become Secretary of State in the
Chancellery of the President of Poland
and he served as a senior national
security adviser to President
Kaczyński. In 2009 he returned to the
European Parliament and became
Chairman of the ECR Group.

The ECR’s Deputy Chairman is Timothy
Kirkhope (UK) and the Vice-Chairmen
are Adam Bielan (Poland) and Jan
Zahradil (Czech Republic).

Chairman Michał Kamiński MEP addressing the Global
Counter-Terrorism Conference in Herzliya near Tel Aviv

Timothy Kirkhope
MEP

Adam Bielan MEP Jan Zahradil MEP
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The Parties of the 
ECR Group
Along with the Conservative Party
from the United Kingdom, parties and
MEPs from seven other EU Member
States have formed the ECR Group.
They include the Civic Democratic
Party (ODS) the largest party in the
Czech Republic, led by Mirek
Topolanek, a champion of liberal
economic and sound public finance in
Czech politics, as well as the party of
the President of Poland, the Law and
Justice Party.

In addition to these two major
delegations from the Czech Republic
and Poland, the group is joined by two
former Finance Ministers, Mr Roberts
Zile from Latvia and Professor Lajos
Bokros from Hungary, who has been
described in the Financial Times as
“praised by most financial analysts for
saving the country from a Mexico-like
financial crisis”. The Group also
includes the former senior Commission
official and author of Life of a
European Mandarin, Derk Jan Eppink,
of the Belgian Lijst Dedecker Party,
Valdemar Tomaševski of the Electoral
Action of Poles in Lithuania and Peter
van Dalen of the Dutch Christian
Union.

With 7 new British MEPs who have a
vast and varied experience in finance
and the city, the British Conservative
Party and the ECR will have
unprecedented influence and
expertise.

What we stand for
All 54 Members of the ECR Group
have signed up to the Prague

Declaration of Principles, which
includes:

� Free enterprise, free and fair trade
and competition, minimal
regulation, lower taxation, and small
government as the ultimate
catalysts for individual freedom and
personal and national prosperity.

� Freedom of the individual, more
personal responsibility and
accountability.

� Sustainable, clean energy supply
with an emphasis on energy
security.

� The importance of the family as the
bedrock of society.

� The sovereign integrity of the nation
state, opposition to EU federalism
and a renewed respect for true
subsidiarity.

� The overriding value of the
transatlantic security relationship in
a revitalised NATO, and support for
young democracies across Europe.

� Effectively controlled immigration
and an end to abuse of asylum
procedures.

� Efficient and modern public services
and sensitivity to the needs of both
rural and urban communities.

� An end to waste and excessive
bureaucracy and a commitment to
greater transparency and probity in
the EU institutions and use of EU
funds.

� Respect and equitable treatment for
all EU countries, new and old, large
and small.

See full Prague Declaration on inside back cover.
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Belgium
Lijst Dedecker (LDD)
www.lijstdedecker.com

Czech Republic
Civic Democratic Party (ODS)
www.ods.cz

Derk Jan Eppink MEP
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
email: derkjan.eppink@europarl.europa.eu

Jan Zahradil MEP
Vice-Chairman, ECR Group
email: jan.zahradil@europarl.europa.eu
www.zahradil.eu

Miroslav Ouzký MEP
Leader of the Czech Delegation
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
ECR Group Coordinator – Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety Committee
Vice-President, ACP-EU
email: miroslav.ouzky@europarl.europa.eu
www.ouzky.cz

Andrea Češková MEP
email: andrea.ceskova@europarl.europa.eu

Edvard Kožušník MEP
email: edvard.kozusnik@europarl.europa.eu
www.kozusnik.eu

Evžen Tošenovský MEP
Vice-President, Industry, Research and 
Energy Committee
email: evzen.tosenovsky@europarl.europa.eu
www.tosenovsky.cz

Oldřich Vlasák MEP
ECR Group Coordinator – Regional
Development Committee
email: oldrich.vlasak@europarl.europa.eu
www.vlasak.eu

Ivo Strejček MEP
Deputy Chief Whip, ECR Group
email: ivo.strejcek@europarl.europa.eu
www.istrejcek.cz

Hynek Fajmon MEP
Co-Treasurer, ECR Group
email: hynek.fajmon@europarl.europa.eu
www.fajmon.eu

Milan Cabrnoch MEP
ECR Group Coordinator – Employment and
Social Affairs Committee
President, EU-Armenia, EU-Azerbaijan and EU-
Georgia Delegation
email: milan.cabrnoch@europarl.europa.eu
www.cabrnoch.cz

Members of the ECR Group
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Roberts Zile MEP
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
ECR Group Coordinator – Transport 
and Tourism Committee
email: roberts.zile@europarl.europa.eu
www.ep-uen.lv

Valdemar Tomaševski MEP
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
Vice-President, Belarus Delegation
email:
valdemar.tomasevski@europarl.europa.eu 

Peter van Dalen MEP
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
Vice-President, Transport and Tourism
Committee
email: peter.vandalen@europarl.europa.eu
www.petervandalen.eu

Michał Kamiński MEP
Chairman, ECR Group
email: 
michaltomasz.kaminski@europarl.europa.eu

Adam Bielan MEP
Vice-Chairman, ECR Group
ECR Group Coordinator – Internal Market
and Consumer Protection Committee
email: adam.bielan@europarl.europa.eu
www.bielan.pl

Latvia
For Fatherland and
Freedom (TB/LNNK)
www.tb.lv

Lithuania
Electoral Action of Poles 
www.awpl.lt

The Netherlands
Christian Union 
(Christen Unie)
www.christenunie.nl

Poland
Law and Justice (PiS)
www.pis.org.pl

Hungary
Hungarian Democratic
Forum (MDF)
www.mdf.hu

Professor Lajos Bokros MEP
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
ECR Group Coordinator – Budgets Committee
email: lajos.bokros@europarl.europa.eu

Professor Ryszard Legutko MEP
Leader of the Polish Delegation
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
email: 
ryszardantoni.legutko@europarl.europa.eu
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Marek Migalski MEP
email:
marekhenryk.migalski@europarl.europa.eu

Paweł Kowal MEP
President, EU-Ukraine Delegation
email:
pawelrobert.kowal@europarl.europa.eu
www.pawelkowal.pl

Mirosław Piotrowski MEP
email:
miroslaw.piotrowski@europarl.europa.eu

Tomasz Poręba MEP
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
Vice-President, EUROLAT Delegation
email: tomasz.poreba@europarl.europa.eu

Konrad Szymański MEP
email:
konrad.szymanski@europarl.europa.eu
www.konradszymanski.pl

Janusz Wojciechowski MEP
Vice-President, Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs Committee
email:
janusz.wojciechowski@europarl.europa.eu

Jacek Włosowicz MEP
email:
jacekwladyslaw.wlosowicz@europarl.
europa.eu
www.wlosowicz.pl

Zbigniew Ziobro MEP
email:
zbigniew.ziobro@europarl.europa.eu
www.zbigniewziobro.pl

Ryszard Czarnecki MEP
ECR Group Coordinator – Budgetary Control
Committee
Vice-President, EURONEST Delegation
email:
ryszard.czarnecki@europarl.europa.eu
www.ryszardczarnecki.pl

Marek Gróbarczyk MEP
ECR Group Coordinator – Fisheries Committee
email:
marekjozef.grobarczyk@europarl.europa.eu

Jacek Kurski MEP
email:
jacekolgierd.kurski@europarl.europa.eu

Tadeusz Cymański MEP
email: tadeusz.cymanski@europarl.europa.eu
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Timothy Kirkhope MEP
Deputy Chairman, ECR Group
Leader of the UK Delegation
ECR Group Coordinator and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Civil Liberties, Justice and
Home Affairs
email: timothy.kirkhope@europarl.europa.eu
www.kirkhope.org.uk

Richard Ashworth MEP
Deputy Leader of the UK Delegation
UK Delegation Spokesman – Agriculture and
Rural Affairs
email:
richardjames.ashworth@europarl.europa.eu
www.richardashworth.com

Rt Hon Sir Robert Atkins MEP
Chief Whip of the UK Delegation
email: robert.atkins@europarl.europa.eu
www.sir-robertatkins.org

Philip Bradbourn OBE MEP
Co-Treasurer, ECR Group
UK Delegation Spokesman – Regional
Development
President, Canada Delegation
email: philip.bradbourn@europarl.europa.eu
www.torymeps.com

Martin Callanan MEP
Chief Whip of the ECR Group
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
UK Delegation Spokesman – Environment,
Public Health and Food Safety
email: martin.callanan@europarl.europa.eu
www.martincallanan.com

Giles Chichester MEP
ECR Group Coordinator and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Industry, Research & Energy
Committee
Vice-President, Pan-African Parliament
Delegation
email: giles.chichester@europarl.europa.eu
www.gileschichestermep.org.uk

Nirj Deva DL MEP
Vice-Chairman, ECR Group Coordinator 
and UK Delegation Spokesman –
Development Committee
email: nirj.deva@europarl.europa.eu
www.nirjdeva.com

James Elles MEP
UK Delegation Spokesman – Budgets
email: james.elles@europarl.europa.eu
www.jameselles.com

Vicky Ford MEP
UK Delegation Spokesman – Economic 
and Monetary Affairs
email: vicky.ford@europarl.europa.eu
www.vickyford.org

Jacqueline Foster MEP
UK Delegation Spokesman – Transport 
and Tourism
email: jacqueline.foster@europarl.europa.eu
www.jacquelinefostermep.com

Ashley Fox MEP
ECR Group Coordinator – Constitutional 
Affairs Committee
email: ashley.fox@europarl.europa.eu
www.ashleyfoxmep.co.uk

Julie Girling MEP
Deputy Whip of the UK Delegation
email: julie.girling@europarl.europa.eu
www.juliegirling.com

United Kingdom
Conservative Party
www.conservatives.com
www.conservativeeurope.com
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Daniel Hannan MEP
ECR Group Coordinator and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Legal Affairs
email: daniel.hannan@europarl.europa.eu
www.hannan.co.uk

Malcolm Harbour MEP
Chairman and UK Delegation Spokesman –
Internal Market and Consumer Protection
Committee
email: malcolm.harbour@europarl.europa.eu
www.torymeps.com

Roger Helmer MEP
UK Delegation Spokesman – Employment 
and Social Affairs
ECR Group Coordinator and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Petitions
email: roger.helmer@europarl.europa.eu
www.rogerhelmer.com

Syed Kamall MEP
Vice-Chairman and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Constitutional Affairs
Committee
email: syed.kamall@europarl.europa.eu
www.syedkamall.com

Sajjad Karim MEP
Member – EUROMED Parliamentary Assembly
email: sajjad.karim@europarl.europa.eu
www.sajjadkarim.eu

Emma McClarkin MEP
ECR Group Coordinator and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Culture and Education
email: emma.mcclarkin@europarl.europa.eu
www.emmamcclarkin.com

James Nicholson MEP
ECR Group Coordinator – Agriculture and
Rural Affairs Committee
email: james.nicholson@europarl.europa.eu
www.jim-nicholson.com

Struan Stevenson MEP
Vice-Chairman and UK Delegation 
Spokesman – Fisheries Committee
President, Iraq Delegation
email: struan.stevenson@europarl.europa.eu
www.struanstevenson.com

Robert Sturdy MEP
Vice-Chairman, ECR Group Coordinator and UK
Delegation Spokesman – International Trade
Committee
email: robert.sturdy@europarl.europa.eu
www.robertsturdymep.com

Dr Kay Swinburne MEP
ECR Group Coordinator – Economic and
Monetary Affairs Committee
email: kay.swinburne@europarl.europa.eu

Dr Charles Tannock MEP
ECR Group Cordinator and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Foreign Affairs Committee 
and Human Rights
Vice-President, NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly Delegation
email: charles.tannock@europarl.europa.eu
www.charlestannock.com

Geoffrey Van Orden MBE MEP
Member of the Bureau, ECR Group
UK Delegation Spokesman – Security 
and Defence
email: geoffrey.vanorden@europarl.europa.eu
www.geoffreyvanorden.com

Marina Yannakoudakis MEP
ECR Group Coordinator and UK Delegation
Spokesman – Women’s Rights and 
Gender Equality
email:
marina.yannakoudakis@europarl.europa.eu
www.marinayannakoudakis.com



The Prague Declaration
Principles of the European Conservatives

and Reformists Group
Conscious of the urgent need to reform the EU on the basis of

Eurorealism, Openness, Accountability and Democracy, in a
way that respects the sovereignty of our nations and

concentrates on economic recovery, growth and
competitiveness, the European Conservatives and Reformists

Group shares the following principles:

� Free enterprise, free and fair trade and competition, minimal regulation,
lower taxation, and small government as the ultimate catalysts for
individual freedom and personal and national prosperity.

� Freedom of the individual, more personal responsibility and greater
democratic accountability.

� Sustainable, clean energy supply with an emphasis on energy security.

� The importance of the family as the bedrock of society. 

� The sovereign integrity of the nation state, opposition to EU federalism
and a renewed respect for true subsidiarity.

� The overriding value of the transatlantic security relationship in a
revitalised NATO, and support for young democracies across Europe.

� Effectively controlled immigration and an end to abuse of asylum
procedures.

� Efficient and modern public services and sensitivity to the needs of both
rural and urban communities.

� An end to waste and excessive bureaucracy and a commitment to greater
transparency and probity in the EU institutions and use of EU funds.

� Respect and equitable treatment for all EU countries, new and old, large
and small.
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