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Four adjustments of pensions

The average amount of pensions increased by CZK 1,658 through four adjustments 

from January 2007 to January 2009. This year the average pension will exceed CZK 

10,000 and its real value will be the highest since 1989. However, care for senior citizens 

has not been at an appropriate level for a long time and deserves more attention. 

We limit the possibility to abuse welfare benefits

Prior to the reform, illegal work and welfare abuse were not sufficiently penalised. 

We significantly increased the fines against employers for enabling illegal work. We 

support the elimination of the possibility to abuse welfare benefits through payment of 

a part of such benefits in the form of vouchers or payment of amounts owed for rent 

directly to the accounts of property owners. 

The first stage of pension reform stabilised the pension system

The reason for pension reform is the demographic development of the Czech 

Republic. The number of people over the age of 60 is growing sharply while the number 

of economically active people is declining. An essentially positive factor is behind 

this trend. Over the past 15 years, the average lifespan has increased by four years, 

which is one of the fastest growth rates in Europe. It must also be taken into account 

that every six years the average lifespan increases by roughly one year. Despite the 

recommendations of all renowned institutions and economists, the ČSSD long delayed 

reform of the pension system. 

The first stage of reform, which we set forth, is contributing to the improved financial 

sustainability of the pension system and will stabilise it for 30 years. However, it will 

be necessary to continue with this reform. The Social Democrats’ fear of the alleged 

privatization of the pension system is completely groundless and out of touch with reality. 

Without pension reform, in the near future the pension system will face a growing deficit. 

That would understandably lead to a substantial reduction of pensioners’ standard of living. 

The Social Democrats again decided to place their bet on a sugar-coated policy 

that promises everything to everyone without consideration of who will pay for these 
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promises. The price of these “assurances” could be the uncertainty of payment for these 

expensive promises in the near future. For example, we can look at Hungary, where the 

state no longer has the money to finance such drastic debt. Most developed European 

countries (even those with socialist governments) are aware of the unsustainability of 

costly social systems and the necessity of gradually reforming them. 

What we stand for

Direct social system

Welfare benefits must be directed to those you actually need them. Blanket distribution 

of benefits is only buying votes at the expense of our children’s future. Therefore, it is 

our priority to reduce taxes so that people can decide for themselves how to use their 

money. Conversely, targeted benefits help to fulfil the social role of the state and motivate 

others to engage in economic activity. Each person must have the certainty that the state 

will help him or her in the event of unforeseen hardship. On the other hand, we must all 

be responsible for ourselves and our families when things are going well. 

Coordination of work and family life

The social system should give people the possibility to choose, to decide how long 

to focus all their attention on their children and when to return to work. The amount of 

welfare benefits must also correspond to this. Everyone has a different idea and the 

state should promote freedom of choice. We implemented the initial steps through 

introduction of three-tier family leave (2, 3 and 4 years) with a graduated benefit amount. 

For better coordination of work and private life, we advocate an expanded offer of 

alternative forms of pre-school childcare in the form of either affordable mini-schools 

established by firms, municipalities or the non-profit sector, or legalisation of neighbour 

child care. The entire system should be as simple as possible, free of bureaucracy, 

inexpensive and easily applied while supporting development of the private sector and 

not encumbering the state budget. 

In comparison with most EU countries, the Czech Republic has a very low number 

of part-time jobs. Therefore, we support short-term employment through benefits for 
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employers that hire parents with children up to the age of ten. The same holds in the 

case of employing the physically disabled, students, workers over 55 years of age or 

those who take care of someone who is dependent on assistance from others. 

A more active approach to senior citizens

An aging population places before society a  range of tasks that must be dealt 

with on a  priority basis in coming years. This involves not only increasing incomes 

for current and future seniors (neglected by previous governments); it also involves 

having a comprehensive approach to senior citizens. As part of this effort, we want to 

combine the hitherto uncoordinated strengths of social security and health care. 

Basic principles of the approach to seniors:

Support for seniors’ living in a home environment, linking of health and social care 

(social work), training for geriatric nurses. 

Support for community centres and institutions in whose care families can leave 

seniors during the day. 

Increased quality of institutional care, transformation of facilities into specialised 

geriatrics departments with higher standards of quality. 

Pension reform

It is necessary to finish work on other phases of pension reform in order for the 

system to be stable in the long term. A combination of permanent and voluntary pension 

funds will make it possible to achieve higher pensions. People from strong population 

cohorts will have higher pensions in the new system and people from weaker cohorts 

will not face the threat of increased social-security contributions. The new system will 

be fair and just.
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4. Solution for energy security

We understand energy security as the ability to ensure for our citizens stable 

supplies of energy and energy services: 

1.	 in sufficient quantities and quality

2.	at acceptable prices

3.	with the guarantee that he Czech Republic ensures protection of its own strategic 

interests

4.	while reducing dependence on external sources

Energy supply requires international cooperation

In the world, where international relations dominate the economy, serious 

changes are occurring in the area of trade in mineral resources and raw materials. 

Rapid economic development and modernisation are transforming originally energy-

independent states into net importers. Besides rising prices of energy commodities, 

this is leading to a  shift of the balance of power in favour of those countries that 

possess the required resources. Energy is becoming a  geopolitical weapon and 

instrument influencing foreign policy. Without a strategic approach, no country will be 

able to secure stable energy supplies in future, which is one of the basic prerequisites 

for economic development. 

In view of our geographical position and the composition of our energy mix, the 

Czech Republic’s energy security can be strengthened only through diversification 

of sources and transport routes. Currently the most critical situation is in the area of 

gas and electricity supplies. Progress in the field of energy security can be achieved 

primarily through active international cooperation, particularly at the EU level. 

Work on new nuclear power plants has begun

At the EU level several steps have been taken toward the establishment of a common 

market for gas ad electricity. It is true that diversification of sources, suppliers and 

transport routes is the best and most effective solution for strengthening security and 

achieving the lowest possible prices. The European energy market depends on the 
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construction of gas pipelines and electricity grids. Then it is possible to progress in the 

diversification of sources and to restrict the negative effects of the dominant or, in some 

cases, even monopolistic position of suppliers (in certain parts of the EU). A familiar 

example is the Russian firm Gazprom in central and eastern Europe. Important aspects 

of strengthening energy security are increasing energy efficiency (less energy with the 

same performance) and reasonable self-sufficiency.

Development and enhancement of nuclear energy are important aspects of 

strengthening the Czech Republic’s self-sufficiency and reducing the risk of dependency 

on one or two raw materials. Currently an environmental impact assessment is being 

conducted in relation to further construction at the Temelín nuclear power plant in 

cooperation with representatives of the South Bohemia region.
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What we stand for

Security of supplies

Europe, particularly its eastern part, is dependent on Russian gas. Within the 

European Union we will therefore promote the fastest possible construction of the 

Nabucco gas pipeline, which will bring Azerbaijani gas to Europe via Turkey and the 

Balkans. The Nabucco pipeline will not only diversify our energy sources, but will 

weaken Russia’s position in relation to the European Union in the field of energy. A key 

prerequisite for building a new gas pipeline is the agreement of all EU member states. 

In the course of the Czech presidency, the EU came closer than ever to reaching an 

agreement. However, more work is necessary. 

Another necessary market-friendly security measure is construction of terminals at EU 

ports for delivery of liquefied natural gas (LNG). The EU will then be able to take delivery 

of gas transported by tankers from, for example, Qatar. This will lead to a qualitatively 

better situation that can bear comparison with the situation in the area of oil. 

The Czech Republic’s energy independence

Like other countries, the Czech Republic is unhealthily dependent on Russian gas, 

which accounts for three-fourths of the country’s total consumption (Norwegian gas 

comprises the remainder). Therefore, we do not intend to deepen this dependency by 

supporting massive construction of gas-fired power plants. However, with respect to 

the ability of gas-fired power plants to rapidly begin generating electricity, it is sensible, 

from the security perspective, to have available acceptable gas-fired power plants to 

cover peak periods when the electricity grid is at maximum capacity. However, such 

power plants should not in any case serve to cover basic electricity consumption. 

For this purpose nuclear energy and electricity generated by coal-fired power plants 

(modified to be more environmentally friendly) should be used. 

We advocate further development of nuclear energy and amendment of the limits 

on coal mining in sparsely populated or unpopulated areas. Increasing these limits will 

contribute to strengthening the Czech Republic’s energy independence and stabilise 

the situation in the Czech heat-generation industry. Expansion of mining will also 
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help to increase the efficiency of power plants in the long term. Investors will have 

secure coal supplies for a sufficient number of years in advance, so they will be able to 

invest in advanced technologies that will increase energy efficiency while being more 

considerate toward the environment. 

Liberalisation of the energy sector

The energy sector must be liberalised further. Competitive pressure between 

individual energy companies will increase the number of quality investments in efficient 

power plants and lead to lower electricity prices. A more transparent system that will 

not be bound by needless bureaucracy and restrictions will unambiguously lead to 

better conditions for end-users of electricity. One of the fundamental aspects that we 

will promote is that the same anti-monopoly regulations to which our firms are subject 

will apply to firms from countries outside the EU. Placing our firms at a disadvantage 

cannot be allowed. 

New technologies

We also support increased investment in new technologies in the area of energy, 

whether this involves direct aid for science and research or indirect assistance through, 

for example, tax relief. Such support should not be divided between conventional and 

renewable sources. We are for targeted support of science and research rather than 

blanket support for renewable sources without regard to their technological maturity. 

Of course, European funds are involved in financing such support.

Stronger cross-border grid

We support the continued construction of cross-border distribution capacities 

both between the Czech Republic and neighbouring countries as well as throughout 

the entire European Union, including connection to surrounding countries. We want 

to create a  single electricity market on which, for example, distributors from the 

Czech Republic can purchase supplies from France. The only limitation will be the 

price for transfer of this electricity, which will correspond to the transfer costs. Pan-

European competition will bring about an overall reduction of prices and the end of 
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monopolistic or oligarchic structures in the European energy sector. At the same 

time, we would also be helping regions, particularly the Balkan countries, that suffer 

from a lack of electricity. 

European solution – nuclear energy

Within the European Union we support efforts aimed at the renaissance of nuclear 

energy, which in its modern form represents an effective, safe, clean and efficient 

way to meet Europe’s energy needs. The current economic recession has slowed 

(but not stopped) the growth of electricity consumption, but the eventual resumption 

of economic growth will bring about increased electricity consumption. In general, 

member states should cooperate more in formulating their energy concepts, of course 

with a view to the specifics of individual countries. 

If the goals described above are accomplished, we will have gained the certainty of 

uninterrupted supplies, greater choice and lower prices of electricity and energy raw 

materials and products for the people of the Czech Republic. 
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5. Solution for the Czech Republic in the EU

The ODS has a firm foundation for its future work in the European Union. It was a Czech 

government led by the ODS that the held the presidency in the European Council. This 

unique historical experience could have brought greater national prestige to our country. 

Unfortunately, the ČSSD placed its short-term party interests over the interests of the 

country. The senseless toppling of the government in the middle of the Czech presidency 

damaged the Czech Republic both politically and economically. Repairing the damage 

wrought by this irresponsible conduct will be a long and difficult process. 

Success of the Czech presidency of the EU

During the limited time of the Czech presidency of the EU, the ODS-led Czech 

government recorded a range of successes. 

In the role of chairman of the European Council, Prime Minister and ODS Chairman Mirek 

Topolánek contributed to resolving the January gas crisis, which had had an unprecedented 

effect on the whole of Europe. Under the Czech Republic’s leadership, in only 17 days Russia 

and Ukraine were brought to the negotiating table and guided to a resolution of their dispute. 

The Czech presidency drew to a successful end with packages of legislation that 

will further liberalise the European energy market and may bring lower energy prices 

for consumers. The Czech presidency also substantially advanced the discussion on 

a  uniform tariff for the transfer of electricity in order to ensure fair and transparent 

conditions for operators of transmission systems. 

The Czech presidency also initiated the revision of the energy strategy and 

establishment of a crisis mechanism that will ensure greater energy security for the 

EU. Within the EUR 5 billion package, which is part of the European renewal plan, 

agreement was reached between member states on projects involving gas connections 

and storage facilities in central and eastern Europe. 

An extraordinary summit, which the Czech presidency convened on 1 March, confirmed 

the will of the EU to coordinate measures to combat the economic crisis. Under Czech 

leadership, European politicians undertook to ensure that measures adopted by individual 

states would not be at the expense of others. A key component of the European anti-crisis 
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strategy should continue to be the non-discriminatory environment of the EU internal market. 

Under Czech leadership, European politicians also undertook to return as soon as possible to 

compliance with the Growth and Stability Pact following the anti-crisis stimulation of demand. 

Under Czech leadership, the EU reached agreements on the creation of a brief list 

of mainly locally provided, labour-intensive services in the case of which all member 

states should receive the permanent possibility to apply a  reduced VAT rate. This 

measure is intended to help the European economy in the current difficult situation 

and should have a positive effect particularly on employment. 

The Czech presidency also initiated a  study in which the European Commission 

demonstrated that the expansion of the EU has had positive economic and social effects 

for the entire union. This should inspire the EU to continue in this process. At the same time, 

we managed to convince the EU that central and eastern Europe is not an economically 

homogenous area, but rather that it is necessary to differentiate between the countries in this 

region. Aid for individual states should therefore be targeted and based on real indicators. 

Where the EU’s external relations are concerned, the Czech presidency oversaw 

the passage of the new “Eastern Partnership” initiative with financial aid in the amount 

of EUR 600 million. This involves one of the key successes of the presidency within the 

“Europe in the World” priority and it is an important tool for cooperation and strengthening 

relations with Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. We also 

managed to arrange a series of high-level meetings, particularly the EU-US, EU-China 

and EU-Russia summits. 

The ODS in the European Parliament

The ODS’s contingent of MEPs cannot be overlooked on the floor of the European 

parliament. During the entire election period the contingent voted at plenary and mini-

plenary sessions according to its own voting list, which was prepared on the basis 

of the ODS’s programme priorities. The contingent thus was not dependent on the 

voting list prepared by the secretariat of the EPP-ED faction, which in many cases 

was against the ODS’s programme priorities or against the interests and needs of the 

Czech Republic’s citizens and firms. In connection with the legislation under discussion 

this concerned roughly half of all votes that the contingent cast according to their own 
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voting list. Our own voting list allowed us to have absolute control over how we voted 

and the certainty that our votes were not in contravention of the ODS platform. 

Specific examples:

For example, the ODS contingent advocated convergence of conditions in the area of 

free movement of services. On the basis of an initiative of ODS MEPs, Czech, Estonian, 

Hungarian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish and Slovak national delegations in the EPP-ED 

faction adopted a  joint declaration of national delegations which states that “many in 

the European Union only speak about the competitive environment but are not willing to 

support it through concrete actions. We want to take the Lisbon agenda and support for 

economic growth and growth of employment truly seriously, and we are of the opinion 

that the EU services market must be open to real competition.”

ODS MEPs stood against the Commission’s proposal to increase the minimum 

tax on beer. Firstly, this involved discrimination in the area of taxing beer before wine. 

Secondly, it involved interference of European bureaucracy in the fiscal and tax policies 

of an individual state. For this reason, the ODS contingent in the European Parliament 

fundamentally disagreed with the European Commission’s proposal to increase the 

minimum consumption tax on beer by 31% from the existing rate beginning in 2008. If 

approved, this proposal would have led to a price increase of 30 hellers per half-litre of beer 

in the Czech Republic. We recommended that the Czech government exercise its veto 

right against the proposal. The Czech Republic’s finance minister used his veto against 

the Commission’s proposal. For similar reasons, the ODS’s European parliamentarians 

rejected a Commission proposal on convergence of the rate of consumption tax on alcohol. 

ODS MEPs did not support the wording of the REACH (registration, evaluation 

and authorisation of chemicals) directive because it was not beneficial for the Czech 

Republic. The necessary administrative and financial burden would damage small and 

medium-sized enterprises and hurt their competitiveness. 

ODS MEPs did not support the directive on certain aspects of work time, stating 

that the area of labour law is in the competence of sovereign nations and disagreeing 

with the system proposed by the European left to the detriment of employers. 
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Roaming services became a  favourite topic of the European Commission, which 

used the issue for populist promotion of cheap calling from abroad in spring 2007 and 

to show how European politicians take care of the “well-being” of EU citizens.

ODS members of the European Parliament were among the few who did not support the 

Commission’s intervention in the functioning competitive environment. Regulation ensures 

lower prices for calling from abroad, i.e. for prices stipulated for operators by officials in 

Brussels. In the final result, regulation is paid for by consumers calling within individual 

states. If through regulation the Commission prescribes for operators the maximum price 

of roaming calls, the prices of intrastate calling will cease to decline as operators offset the 

roaming costs. Investment in the modernisation of telephone networks would also be limited. 

ODS MEPs have always endeavoured to ensure sensible and effective distribution 

of funding from the European budget without wastage or further increases that in the 

final result would be paid for by the Czech Republic along with other member countries. 

During the annual approval of the budget submitted to Parliament by the European 

Commission, the members of the ODS contingent voted according to the following 

principles in precisely defined cases (the ODS contingent considers that the “Brussels 

bureaucracy” should work more effectively and with a significantly smaller budget): 

•	We rejected the increase of spending beyond the framework approved by the Council.

•	We supported proposals focused on saving and better use of European expenditures 

and increasing reserves. 

•	We rejected proposals establishing new institutions with a legal basis and increasing 

the budgets of existing institutions. 

•	We supported investments in education, science and research. 

•	We supported investments to support small and medium-sized enterprises. 

•	We rejected subsidies and other expenditures for the agricultural sector 

(contributions for commodities). 

•	We rejected one-off contributions to projects without precise specifications.

During the five years of its existence, members of the ODS’s European parliamentary 

contingent have submitted 55 interpellations to the European Commission, were 

rapporteurs or shadow rapporteurs of 40 parliamentary reports, initiated eight written 
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declarations and submitted 11 draft standpoints and appeared at EP plenary sessions 

325 times. At their invitation, more than 4,000 people from the Czech Republic visited 

the European Parliament.

The European future – a new faction

With respect to the anticipated development of the EU, we are prepared to 

actively cooperate on the establishment of a new European political platform that will 

become the bearer of an alternative vision of European integration in the face of the 

prevailing Euro-federalism. This platform should find reflection in the formation of a new 

parliamentary faction in the European Parliament and in the establishment of a new 

European political party. The established pan-European political parties (the European 

People’s Party and the Party of European Socialists) no longer offer solutions to the 

new problems and challenges of the 21st century. They are drowning in fifty-year-old 

post-war concepts of European integration. They promote further one-dimensional 

progress toward “ever closer union” and thus the transfer of rights and powers from 

the level of individual states to the EU level. 

On the floor of the European Parliament these large groups concentrate on dividing 

influence and functions, and operate in a sort of permanent, quiet “grand coalition”, 

that blurs the basic outlines of political opposition and always ends in all-encompassing 

consensus when everyone agrees with everyone else about everything. This completely 

denigrates the essence of politics. 

In the EPP-ED faction, with which the ODS has hitherto been affiliated, financial and 

personnel resources are advocated so that they serve to promote the one-sided policy 

of EU federalisation. 

We no longer want to participate in this. We have sufficient political, personnel 

and financial resources so that we can advance our own policy in accordance with 

our political priorities and the interests of the Czech Republic. Therefore, on 13 June 

2009 ODS Chairman Mirek Topolánek and the leader of the British Conservative Party, 

David Cameron, signed a commitment to establish a new conservative faction prior 

to the elections to the European Parliament in June 2009. Since then, a full range of 

discussions at the most various levels have been held so that this commitment could 
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be fulfilled ahead of the first plenary session of the newly elected European Parliament 

in the first half of June 2009. 

What we stand for

European funding

One of the most visible European policies is the policy of economic and social cohesion. 

In the period 2007-2013 the Czech Republic has access to EUR 26.69 billion 

(approx. CZK 100 billion) annually from European funds. Though we decide on the 

specific uses of this funding at home, Brussels set up the general rules for its use. 

In the European parliament the ODS significantly influenced decisions pertaining to 

the use of European funds and enabled the investment of European funding in the 

revitalisation of residential premises, for example. For public budgets, our amendments 

meant savings on the order of tens of millions of crowns. 

Today in the European Parliament discussions are already beginning on how 

this policy should look in 2013. Unlike the ČSSD, the ODS is actively participating in 

these debates, submitting proposals and discussing possible changes with partners 

from other countries. If this leads to a change of conditions, our possibilities to draw 

funding will be substantially lower. In order to prevent this from happening, the ODS will 

promote a comprehensive system of progressive transitional aid to regions, which still 

exceeds 75% of GDP (in comparison with the EU average) with the aim of ensuring their 

unique status and greater security within the framework of their development. The ODS 

supports the greater use of modern banking instruments such as loans and revolving 

instruments instead of the hitherto dominant subsidy principle, when the actual drawing 

of funds is given priority over effective projects. The ODS will concurrently promote the 

further simplification of the European regulations and overall increase of flexibility. 

Expand the possibility of drawing from European funds

It will also be necessary to re-evaluate priorities of using financial aid from the EU. 

For the Czech Republic, the priority is still renewal of infrastructure, not only technical, 

but also cultural and social infrastructure. Priorities should be investment in energy 
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savings (insulation of buildings, replacement of windows, etc.), higher-quality residential 

premises, information infrastructure, renovation of monuments and cultural heritage, 

public transportation, civil defence and an integration emergency-services system. 

Decisions on allocation of most resources should be taken at the level of regions, 

large cities and municipalities because the local citizens and their representative know 

best which projects are truly necessary. 

Competition in agriculture

It is necessary to link structural funds more with changes in agricultural policy, 

which should be oriented toward rural development instead of the traditional direct 

agricultural aid. Nearly half of the EU budget is consumed by the common agricultural 

policy (CAP). Its function on a market overflowing with agricultural products is outmoded 

and its system of lavish agricultural subsidies distorts competition on the agricultural-

commodities and food-products markets. We will endeavour to introduce fundamental 

reform of this system after 2013 in order to eventually eliminate the inequality that is so 

detrimental to Czech farmers and producers. 

The deformed European agricultural market is a  source of other, man-made 

difficulties such as the persistence of poverty in developing countries that cannot 

export food products to Europe. Thus European consumers miss the opportunity to 

buy cheaper goods while at the same time there is an increasing danger of uncontrolled 

migration from poor third-world countries to the EU. Therefore we will endeavour 

to open the European food-products market, while of course also maintaining all 

veterinary, phytosanitary and hygienic standards.

We will not let others dictate our tax policy

We believe that, just as competition in the market forces businesses to offer better 

and cheaper goods and gives consumers freedom of choice, competition among tax 

systems is also beneficial. We fully reject any attempts to harmonise direct taxation, 

and we also have a  rather wary view of harmonisation of indirect taxation. We will 

carefully analyse and consequently block all efforts that could lead to the introduction 

of any form of uniform European taxation whose proceeds would be income for 
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European institutions. The distribution of tax revenues must be closely connected with 

the political responsibility of elected officials. 

We want to keep not only tax policy, but also fiscal policy including the healthcare, 

social-security and pension systems, in the exclusive jurisdiction of national bodies – 

the government and Parliament – because transferring them to the European level 

would not be favourable for the Czech Republic. 

Keep the EU budget in check

We will also stand against potential increases of the volume of the EU budget in 

the next financial period after 2013, because at that time the Czech Republic will very 

probably rank among the net payers to the EU budget and thus any increase in the 

budget’s volume would be unfavourable for our country.

European security and the EU’s external relations

We will always support the enhancement of the EU’s ability to act in the fight 

against international terrorism and organised crime, but without excessive restriction 

of citizens’ personal liberties or increased bureaucracy. However, we do not support 

interference in the national governments of EU member countries and attempts to 

influence the running of intelligence services and other specialised bodies. The key 

questions of national security must remain in the jurisdiction of member states. This 

fully applies for the project to build, in cooperation with the United States, a missile-

defence system on the territory of the Czech Republic. 

We also want the EU and United States to closely cooperate – and not compete – in 

the security and political areas, and NATO to remain the backbone of secure transatlantic 

ties. We will not support any attempts to weaken the transatlantic partnership or to 

create a parallel military structure competing with NATO. 

We want the EU to remain open to further expansion to include those countries that 

fulfil the criteria of full membership. We consider it unacceptable to place additional 

arbitrary obstacles in the path to membership. We want to dedicate particular attention 

to the development of relations with the EU’s immediate neighbours, whether the 

Balkan states, eastern Europe, the Magrheb or the Mashreq. 
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European law

One of the key tasks for the future remains simplification of the entire package of 

European legislation – so-called community law. Not only does it contain regulations 

that from today’s perspective are useless or obsolete, but the number of regulations 

and legal acts is still rising. Thus it happens that today in the absolute majority of 

member states national legislation is burdened by the compulsory implementing law 

originating at the EU level. This cannot continue; it is necessary to begin pruning this 

legal thicket. If a new EU treaty is adopted, we want to use, to the maximum possible 

extent, the so-called principle of bilateral flexibility, which was set forth by the Czech 

government and which would enable the nullification of unnecessary regulations and, 

when necessary, the return of certain powers from the European level to the national 

level.

Conclusion

The ODS is well prepared for the European elections on 5-6 June 2009. In our 

opinion, we are the best prepared of all Czech political parties. We have not given in 

to either pandering and sycophantic Euro-enthusiasm or disdainful and rejectionist 

Euro-negativism.

We consider the European Union and its institutions – including the European 

Parliament – as step, and in no way the last one, on the path of our continent’s 

development, which has been marked by periods of integration as well as disintegration. 

We do not consider the European Union to be a goal in itself, but rather a means that 

we are prepared to use and, in future and in cooperation with others, to shape into 

a form that in our opinion best serves the interests of our country and its citizens.
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